




The Architectural Awards of Excellence were established by 
the American Institute of Steel Construction in 1960 to 

recognize and honor outstanding architectura l design in 
structural steel and to encourage further exploration of the 

many aesthetic possibilities that are inherent in steel 
construction. Th is year a distinguished jury named twelve 

bu ildings for Architectural Awards of Excellence. 

In the opinion of the AISC Committee on Awards, each 
building represents design of the highest standards, and all 

Awards in each class are equal in stature. The Award-winning 
architects are listed on the following pages with pictures of 

the buildings for which they received commenda ti on. 

The jury was particularly looking for the utilization o f 
structural steel for its maximum architectural potential, and 
the jurors chose these buildings as outstanding examples of 

aesthetic leadership and direction. The architects used 
standard framing methods in many cases, but they used them 

superlatively. The successful use of steel requires a stringent 
attention to detail and orderliness in design. That this quality 

is not a restriction is demonstrated by the Award winners. 

The Institute is most gratified by the enthusiastic response 
to the Architectural Awards of Excellence program. 

sponsored by 
American Inslitute of Steel Construction 



L 10 r. : Alien, Dinkeloo, Brownson, Paulson, Wagner 

JURY OF AWARDS 

REX WHITAKER ALLEN, FAIA 
President, American Institute of Arch itects 
Rex Allen & Associates, San Francisco, California 

JACQUES C. BROWNSON, AlA 
Managing Architect, Public Building Commission of Chicago 
Chicago, I llinois 

JO HN DINKElOO, AlA 
Kevin Roche John Dinkeloo & Associates, Hamden, Connecticut 

DR. JAMES M. PAULSON, M. ASCE 
Chairman, Department of Civil Engineering 
Wayne State University, Detroit, Michigan 

WALTER F. WAGNER, JR., AlA 
Editor, Architectural Record 
New York, New York 
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RICHARD FOSTER 
Foster Residence 

• • • I • 

fRANKFURT-SHORT-EMERY-McKINLEY, ARCHITECTS-ENGINEERS-PLANNERS 
Flight Line Hangar #5, American Airlines Maintenance & Engineering Center, 
Tulsa International Airport 

HARDY HOLZMAN PFEIFFER ASSOCIATES 
Robert S. Marx Theater, The Playhouse in the Park 

ALBERT KAHN ASSOCIATES, INC., ARCHITECTS & ENGINEERS 
Power and Generating Facilities 

C. F. MURPHY ASSOCIATES 
,Vlanufacturing Building, Ski] Corporation 

NARAMORE, BAIN, BRADY & JOHANSON 
Sea ttle-First National Bank 

SCHAfER, flYNN, VAN DIlK AND DALTON, GRIMM, JOHNSON AND ASSOCIATES 
Blossom Music Center 

TOOMBS, AMISANO AI\D WEllS, ARCHITECTS 
Entrance Canopies, Air Rights Parking Decks 

DONALD E. VAN CURLER, AlA 
Prototype Factory Built Modular Apartment 

JOHN CARL WARNECKE AND ASSOCIATES 
Roscoe Maples Pavilion, Stanford Universi ty 

EUGENE WERLIN & ASSOCIATES 
MiLer Outdoor Theatre 

WURSTER, BERNARDI AND EMMONS, INC. 
Ice Houses Concourse 



ARCHITECT Richard Foste', N~w Yo rk, New York 

FOSTEF. RESIDENCE, Vo/i ltor C::nnecticu t 

Structu -al Engineer Zoldos and Meagher, Emerson, New Jersey 
General Cont ractor Wi ll iam f>.Aew ing, Scarsdale, New York 
Steel F; bricator The George H. Olson Steel Co., Stratford, Connecticut 
Owner Richard Foster, Wi l ton Connecticut 

ARCHITECTURAL DES ::::RIPTIO'l This unusual home can be rotated in either 
c irec1i::n in respon~e t:J the mary views that the si te affords. The object 
cf turrhg, in a controlled m..lnno?r rather than constant rotation, is to 
i ,terni tenlly change Ihe orienLJtion of the house. 

The tu-ning elemen t o~ the house cantilevers 30 feet beyond a stationary 
pede~tal in which the mtran::e i; located. The structural solution to:>k the 
f:>rm ::f an umbrella·s~ .aped roo' of steel trusses sel vertically and h:Hizontally 
and laced together ·.vit, diagonal members to form a space frame. The 
compl ~o(ities of the fra-ning anc the need for very strong connections and 
nemb ::'f"s to resist verti-:al, hori.;:ontal, negative, and torque loading 
\-,hile recucing the oVE"rall w~ight, made the use of steel the only fe3sible, 
econorr ical solution. 



JURORS' COMMENTS 

Tn "s very inte~e5ting and love,y resdence rotates on is 5upport,rg pedestal to pro ... ··de a 
cCf'OnuQus/y changi.""!!; panor.lmic "Ii.:w of a maJnificent s,te. Tt>e architectural de:ailing is 

te,;.utifull, dene. Tn!: -t:velUre is a so/endid solulion to a c::>mph?) problem and nicely meets 
6~ specific requirer":1etlls of the own;:!r. 



JURORS' COMMENTS 
This is an enormous building designed on a scale to house the ne' ..... ' gene~.lfion o. giant 

aircraft The clear spans, wide open spaces, huge sliding doors, and well-hJndled side lowers, 

,1/1 combine 10 create a flexible and handsome building. lIS great mo?,1 is ir It .. uttet simplicity. 



ARCHITECT-ENGINEER Frankfurt-Short-Emery-McKinley, Architects-Engineers-Planners, 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

FLIGHT LINE HANGAR #5, AMERICAN AIRLINES MAINTENANCE & ENGINEERING CENTER, 
TULSA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

General Contractor Manhattan Construction Company, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Steel Fabricators W & W Steel Company, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Kansas City Structural Steel Company, Kansas City, Kansas 
Fleming Steel Company, New Castle, Pennsylvania (Doors) 

Owner Tu lsa Municipal Ai rport Trus t, Tulsa, Oklahoma 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION The new facility provides flight line service to the current 
airline fleet, but primary design criteria have been based on second and third generation 
jet units, including DC-10, 8-747, L-500, and ultimately the SST. 

These varying requiremen ts established the basic dimensions and configuration of the 
structure: (1) Maximum flexibility demanded openings on three sides to facilitate movement 
and placement of a variety of aircraft. (2) Large uninterrupted spans were required to 
accommodate increased wing spans. The resultant clear interior space is 300 x 500 feet. 
(3) The height of tail assemblies required door openings 80 feet high. Interior clear height 
is more than 90 feet to accommodate the aircraft in a jacked position, and still permit use 
of bridge cranes and work dock scaffolding. 



JURORS' COMMENTS 
This de/ighlful thea/e, nicely satisfies Ih ~ opposing a"chifeC! J 81 ne =.!d~ of both 

;lUdience and perlorr.Jers while creatir J an atmosphere of enity be' l-\-een {he .7l. 

It gives a feeling of fantasy and playfulness that nakes; ' id€i11 for seemg 

) play. The bright colors of the paintet; roof lrU i ses . doors, and seats i re 

=xlremely efie.:tive. The articulated e)lerior ler.ds a feelin[ of interest ana 

nviles one to enter. 



ARCHITECT Hard'/ Holzmal Pfeiffer Associates, New York, New York 

ROBERT 5-. MARX THE.4.TER, THE PlA YHQUSE IN THE PARK, Cincinnati, Ohic 

Structural Engineer M iller Tallarico McNinch and Hoeffel Cincirnati . Ohio 
General Con tractor Turner-:onstruction Company, Cincilnati , Ohio 
Steel FahricOltor G~crge Rehrr Company, Cincinnati . Ohio 
Owner -he Playhou5£ in the Park Corp., Cincinnati, Ohic 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION The attempt to un te audience and perforner in a theater 
creates a :c.nflict between d S5 milar architectural requirements. The auditor Jm belongs 
to the aucience and is made nto an environment of flattery for their delighL The stage is a 
work pla(~ best servi::f:d I::y st-aightforvvard utility. In this theater, the arch lects have 
accepted the conflict between the needs of the audience ~nd thcse of the performer and 
transform:!d it into the rav" material of an architectural s(·lulion. 

The structu re 5 built of load b:!aring concrete block vl alls with steel trusses ard beams 
supportin ::: -he roof. Th~ sloping roofs are finished in stainl~ss steel. The concre:e block and 
steel st ru C'ue is left exposed on the exterior and inteJior. Ilterior fini shes inciLde carpeted 
floors and O?ilings, large walls d ti les which bear the glazed signatures of carr munity 
supporter~, and mirro's At ct?i ling level there is juxtar:osed the highly polished : inish of 
stainless s:e~ 1 :lucts and the na~te gray fin ish o f an expandf:d metal catwa lk ard lighting grid. 



JURORS' CO",MENTS 

This is a fine e:::ampfe of clear, clear, functional design. Th€ ':>lm 0' the 

building reflecs he location of the complex equipment in j" -;he .. esull ;s if 

simplicity of desi.~n that is difficult t:> achieve. 



ARCHITECT-ENGINEER ,"lbert Kahn Aswciates, Inc., ArehiteCI5 & Engineers, 
Detroit, Michigan 

POWER AI\D GENERATlI\G FACILITIES, Traverse C ty, Michigan 

General Contractor Koenig Constructio1 Company, Traverse City, Michigan 
Steel rabricator Paragon Division, Portee Inc., Detroit, Michig.3n 
Owner City of Traverse City, Michigan 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION The bLilding is an extension 10 an e:::isting 
power plant. Exterior materials include a Ierne metal roof, alum num sash, 
and in5ulated aluminum s ding with a grayish-blue baked enamel finish and 
bright metal accents. The face brick on the masonry sill wall is t.) mate' the 
adjacEnt existing building. Quarry tile floors were insta lled at the operating 
level of the turbine room. Framing is strLCtural steel. 

The fem of the building was determined by the equipment to be housed­
a 22-megawatt condensing turbine designed for 175,000 pounds of ste:lm 
per hour, a single hydrogen-cooled generator, and stainless steel coal Junkers. 

ao .· o~ 



ARCHITECT·ENGINEER C. F. Murphy Associates, Chicago, Illinois 

MANUFACTURING BUILDING, SKIL CORPORATION, Wheeling, Illinois 

General Contractor Bulley & Andrews, Chicago, Illinois 
Steel Fabricator Wendnagel & Company, Inc., Chicago, Illinois 
Owner Ski I Corporation, Chicago; Illinois 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION The long, one-story structure, a manufacturing plant 
for the production of high output hand tools, has a carefully detailed exposed steel frame 
with a gray glazed brick infill. The building's two entrances on the north elevation are 
clearly defined with wide panels of glass forming the exterior wall of the vestibules. 

Square bays, 48 x 48 feet, allow for complete flexibility in layout of the 119,000 square feet 
of interior space. 

The building was designed as a rigid steel structure to support an intricate conveyor system 
in addition to normal wind and snow loads. Steel joists in adjoining bays are perpendicular 
to one another, providing a rigid roof and uniform column and girder loading. Columns are 
cruciform in shape. 

JURORS' COMMENTS 
This is a simple and highly disciplined design. The proportions are good and the overall 
effect is handsome. Steel is well used here and is combined with masonry in a very 
pleasing fashion-a very attractive industrial building. 





ARCHITECT Naramore, Bain, Brady & Johanson, Seattle, Washington 

5EATIlE-FJRST NATIONAL BANK, Seattle, Washington 

Structural Engineer Skilling, Helle, Christiansen, Robertson, 
Consulting Engineers, Seattle, Washington 

General Contractor Howard S. Wright Construction Co., Seattle, Washington 
Steel Fabricators Pacific Car and Foundry Company, Seattle, Washington 

Isaacson Structural Steel Company, 
Division of Isaacson Corporation, Seattle, Washington 

Owner Seattle-First National Bank, Seattle, Washington 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION The tallest building in the Pacific Northwest, 
this 50-story structure has been designed to accommodate all banking 
requirements for the head office of the Seattle-First National Bank, as well as 
a substantial amount of quality tenant office space. The entrance plaza 
with its trees, flowers, fountains, and sculpture provides needed open space 
in the heart of the city and becomes, in fact, an inviting urban park. 

Sheathed in bronze anodized aluminum, the building stands as a structural 
accomplishment, reflecting the technology of our time and offering to the 
Seattle skyline a prominent suggestion of the future growth and 
development yet to come. 

JURORS' COMMENTS 
The architect has achieved a strong expression of visual strength and character, 

enhanced by the treatment of the four corner columns and the general 

simplicity of the enUre exterior. 





ARCHITECT Schafer, Flynn, van Dijk and Dalton, Grimm, Johnson and Associates, 
Cleveland, Ohio 

BLOSSOM MUSIC CENTER, Northampton Township, Ohio 

Structural Engineer R. M. Censert Associates, Cleveland, Ohio 
General Contractor Turner Construction Company, Cleveland, Ohio 
Steel fabricators The Kilroy Structural Steel Company, Cleveland, Ohio 

Tucker Steel Division, U. S. Industries, Inc., Knoxville, Tennessee 
Owner The Musical Arts Association, Cleveland, Ohio 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION Located on a rolling countryside, this music center 
contains column-free seating for 4,600 under the roof, and lawn seating for an 
addilional10,OOO on the hillside. 

A giant steel arch tilted 16° from the horizontal provides a unique solution to an acoustical 
challenge in the design of the Cleveland Orchestra's permanent summer home. The arch 
is the backbone for an intricate lacework of wall and roof trusses. Its ends are anchored 
to a pair of enormous footings planted in the hillside. The arch is an all-welded box girder 
of trapezoidal cross section, stiffened internally by structural 1's. It is 7 feet wide at the 
bottom and 4 feet wide at the top, with sloping sides, and stretches 572 feet between 
abutments. Ten tapered weathering steel columns, slanting outward, support the arch 
in its inclined position. 

Since steel pipe trusses have no flat surfaces that might reflect or distort sound, they were 
chosen as the support for the fan-shaped convex roof. The hall's curved sloping walls hang 
within the line of columns supporting the arch, but does not touch them. The curved wall 
provides enough acoustical surface below the arch to minimize the need for amplification 
equipment, as well as give the audience the sensation of being in an open air pavilion. 



JURORS ' COMMENTS 
An jnLer~sLins and highly stJccess f(./ desIgn-aesthetically. sffucUr .. lly, and aco:JSlicaffy. 

The huge inclined arch, the sloping steel columns al the red!. ar 1 lhe laq sLee.' hLerior pipe 
Lru,;se$ provide visual interest as WEll a: Slre1gll:. The ouLCQO; !pace is well re:a/ed to the 

inooo' sealins. 
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ARCHITECT Toomb;, Am isano and We Is, Architects, At anta, Georgia 

ENTRA'ICE CANOPIEi, AIR RIGHTS PARKING DECKS, At anta, Gecrgia 

Structural &lgineer Ross H. Bryan, Inc., Atl ,lnla, Georgii. 
Ge1eraJ Cc.lhactor Ira H. Hardin Com::: any, "tlanla, Georgia 
Steel Fabricator Sle:: l, Inc., Scott~dale, Gec rgia 
Owner O)'Nntowr. Development Corpora-ion, Atlanta, Georgi, 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION The pHkirg decks serYed by theie entrance ':3ropies are 
the fint l='OiIse of a m3Sler :)Ian to develcp air rights prop~ty inte a multi-use jeve apment. 

Al :l,e bo1tom of the <anopies, j, :he ba"Kl (If l ight boxes, inform :.: j+J, regarc i'g l ... ~il ab i ljty 
o f spa :::€' an:! price a r~ clearly visil::le 10 I - e notorist as he apprcach~.; the entrance. 
The en tire parking f"ci tity, including the ent rances, is flooded with light at nigit to attract 
the n gt-Hi Te shopp::r. Tre canopies adJally become a uge e.ter- :hanging ligit fi'<ture 
at ni gh t, providing a warm and in .... iting c uah ty of li ght wh ch d ispe l .. any dOL.bt J.i 10 the 
~ecu ri :y c.i +e facility . During the day ni.lurallight illumi-.ates the caiopies i.nd b,:, their 
vert" uniquE-ress, ther advHtise the facility. 



JURORS' COMMENTS 
This is an extremely handsome three-dimensional 
traffic sign entrance to two levels of parking constructed 

in air rights over railroad tracks. The graphics and 
color are very well handled. The proportions are good 

and the lighting effects are really excellent. 

• 



ARCHITECT Donald E. Van Curler, AlA, Ann Arbor, Michigan 

PROTOTYPE fACTORY BUilT MODULAR APARTMENT, Westlake, Ohio 

Structural Engineer L. G. Fenerli, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
General Contractor-Steel Fabricator Jal-Donn Modu lar Buildings, Inc., Westlake, Ohio 
Owner Jal-0onn Modular Buildings, Inc., Westlake, Ohio 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION This prototype prefabricated unit is a modular concept 
for the housing market, capable of being built with assembly line techniques. The size and 
weight of the units are limited by the requirements of lifting into place and of transportation 
by truck or railroad car. A steel rigid frame was found to provide minimum weight with 
maximum strength. All walls and ceilings are prefinished metal panels on steel studs. 
The unit is designed to adapt to many conditions of soil bearing, climate, grade, various plan 
configurations, and varying architectural treatments. 

·c. 



JURORS' CO ""'ENTS 
A,'1 ~u : dive prefabricated residence, this buildi ~ g is particularly well proporlloned . • v.th a 

goed s:~r.se a ' scale and (in~ d€lailing. The aTo: h;tect h2:i achieve:} a pfeasa .11 ircoo"-ou,do'Jr 

'e/,1 :ior..snip. -;r.;; is a silTp,e structure conslruct':. d of modules capable of being bUll : toy 

.lSsem'l'y linE tt;chniques and lIansported to the .'ob site via rail o. truck. /' is de;;gr.ed as a 

ulirf.ar,.ln and oraclical answer to the natio1; <Jeed for extensi~'e low C:IS! hOJ3lrg. 



JURORS' COMMEI\ n 
This is a carefully thout;rt out and !t"1ightforwar:J 

architectural solution ~ne d?sign hO'1estly exor::.s~es 

the functior which givi"! the build;nJ an unuiUll vicual 

strength. Th ~ exterior t,e.a:men! cleE-fly states th o:. 

sealing arrangemen: T.le orrission o' the corne;;, 
normally of little value In arena Slruc'ures, is 

particularly .~olewor!hr. 



ARCHITECT .ohn Carl WJ.rnecke and Associates, k, Franciscc, California 

ROSCOE MAPLES PAVILION, STANFORD UNIVERSllY, Stanforc, California 

Structur~ 1 En~heer Dr. St::!fan 1- Medwadowski, San Francisco, California 
Gener,,1 Contr,, : tor Wheatley-Jacobsen, Inc., Palo AIIC, California 
Steel Fabr calor San Jo~e 3teel Company, Inc., San jose. California 
Owner Stdnf')I"d Universi-y, Stanford, California 

ARCHITECTUR.\l DESCRIPTION The first phase in ) rnajor atl-retic construc:ion program 
master r:1,n, :1-i5 building ... :as designed primarily for :las<etball, although the University 
may util Z~ it for other events as well. 

Seating ie prco .... ided for 7,8':0 spectators, who have l nimpeded v 5ibility of the playing floor. 
The roof I:; sl'nJOrted entirely or: four as·foot high :c·lu,r. s placed at the corrers of the 
baslcetba I COllr:. The (:olunns pr.)vide support ior Co "eries of steel trusses which cantilever 
over the 5eat nt. to the Irne o~ the outer wall of the b. ilt ng. Thl s the roof, separated from 
the outs ;de wall by a conti lUaUS strip of laminated \~ndow gla~, appears to f oat above 
the re~{ : 1 th e structure. Tt-e seating bays which for""l1 the extenor wall cantilever ou t from 
the base ::.f the structure te meet the roof and pro."id~ s'eUer for the entrances. 

Constru:tion rraterials were chosen to harmonize \"/ :h the red lile roofs and buff stuccoed 
exteriors of c,th er campus burtdirgs. The roof of the -'av lion is (o·,ered with corrosion· 
resistant 51eel· ... hich will d~velor: a deep reddish-bre'Nn protect ,'e cOdting in the same 
range of t:;nes 3.S the tile roofs. T,e concrete wall! ;11~ S:3ined ""arm gray. 



ARCHITECT Eugene Werlin & Associates, Houston, Texas 

MIllER OUTDOOR THEATRE, Houston, Texas 

Structural Engineer Walter P. Moore & Associates, Inc., Houston, Texas 
General Contractor Spaw-Glass Inc., Houston, Texas 
Steel Fabricator American Bridge Division, United States Steel Corporation, 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
Owner Ci ty of Houston, Texas 

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION This outdoor civic theatre for a major city was designed to 
replace an obsolete half-century old outdoor stage in a 41D-acre city park, around which 
the central city has grown. 

Design criteria required a facility bo th for annual series of summer concerts by the local 
symphony orchestra and the needs of all the other performing arts. A budget of under 
a million dollars was provided with minimum maintenance being a major consideration. 
This led to the use of weathering steel, chosen not only for its low maintenance, but for its 
increased strength and natural beauty. The clear span of the roof between main supports 
is 195 feet, and the height of the apex of the roof is approximately 76 feet above the finished 
stage floor. Unobstructed vision is provided to spectators on the contoured hillside. 

The necessity to save the two magnificent 3D-inch diameter live oak trees on the site 
shaped the design of the project. 

The shell-type roof consists of three sloping planes, with the roof decking fastened beneath 
the exposed structural steel fram ing members. The rooi rests on two main supports which 
utilize the universal joint concept. These giant universal joints are 3D-inch diameter hollow 
spheres, 2V2-inches in thickness. The main framing members are attached 10 the spheres 
by six " claws" at each support, which rotate on the sphere and resist uplift. 



JURORS' COMMENTS 

Simplicily ;s rhe keynote 01 this greal tent·like building. The clean lines of the folded roof, 

the playl;;/ nole 01 the cobweb bracing, and Ihe interesting treatment of the abutments at the 
lew point of the roof all add to make this an unusually aUraclive structure. 





ARCHITECT Wurste r, Bernardi and Emmons, Inc., San Francisco, California 

ICE HOUSES CONCOURSE, San Francisco, California 

Structural Engineer Gilbert, Forsberg, Diekmann, Schmidt, San Francisco, California 
General Contractor The William Simpson Construction Company, 

Division of Dillingham Corporation, San Francisco, Californ ia 
Steel Fabricator Romak Iron Works, Oakland, Cali fo rnia 
Owner North Waterfront Associates, Inc., San Francisco, California 

ARCH ITECTURAL DESCRIPTION The striking steel and glass tower is a foca l pOint 
connecting two historic old lee House buildings that have been converted into 
furniture display room s. A modern contrast to the ru stic brick exteriors, the new 
st ru cture serves as an architectural and visual bridge between the past and the present. 
As a connecting link for people going between the two buildings, it creates a light, 
sunny respite f rom the inlooking display areas of the buildings. 

JURORS' COMMENTS 
Sensitively designed and extremely well detailed, this liu/e concourse between two old 

buildings has an enduring quality that sets it apart from many contemporary structures. 

It has a visuallish! and airy quality. II is a beautiful example of .1 simple solution 10 

the increasingly imporlant problem 01 joining two existing buildings. 



PHOTO CREDITS 

Foster Residence/ Ezra Stoller 
Flight line Hangar =S/Hopkins Photography Co. 
Robert S. "lane Theater, The Playhouse in the Park/Norman McGrath 
Manufacturing Building, Sktl Corporation/Hedrich-Blessing 
Seattle-First National Bank/Multi-Media Productions 
Blossom " 'Ius;c Center/ Hastings-Willinger & AssoCIates/ Jack Sterling 
Prototype Factory Built Modular Apartment/Harold Corsini StudiO Inc. 
Roscoe Maples Pavilion/Morley Baer 
Miller Outdoor Theatrel Paul Pelers 
Ice Houses Concourse/ Morley Baer 
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